





THE HYTHING LINK #17 is editad by Dave Hulan, PO Box 43, ionrovia, CA91016, and
Gracia Fay Ellwood, 3433 Sycamore Dr., Los Angeles, Calif., and published by Dave
Hulan, extraordinarily late, for distribution to a mailing list which has pro-
bably long since given up hope of ever seeing it. A Jgtun Publication.

T " - - - - - - - T W . . .y - . -

/%é‘?/[/’z 75 C)aue

I could produce a number of excuses for the lateness of this issue of ML. After
sixteen nice, clockworkly monthly issues #17 got itself delayed a little. I
forget just what came up, a trip to England I think, followed by several other
things that kept me from getting at it. By the time it had languished for a
month and only half a dozen people really seemed to care, and I had gotten busy
in a PFA production, I just never got around to it. After several months one

of the few who did care, Laura Ruskin, volunteered to stencil everything that she
could, which meant everything but my editorial. And she did, which accounts

for the different typegace to be found elsewhere in the issue. Blessings on
Laura, because without her help I wouldn't now be in a position to get the issue
out by only typing a few stencils and then running them off.

Even with that much
douie (and 'twas done by around New Year's - of 1972, that is) I still couldn't
overcome the inertia caused by such a long delay. I was still busy - I was the
Chairman of the Westercon, and also was put in the position of ramrodding a PFA
production if there was to be one this year at Mythcon (which was coincident with
Westercon). Still, I could have stencilled two pages and run the zine off some-
time over the eight or ten months the typed stencils have been sitting here. I
managed to write over 150 pages on a novel, besides a couple of short stories,
the scenario and lyrics of a musical comedy, and publish half a dozen fanzines
for various apas - short fanzines, but still fanzines.

So I haven't really any
excuse, and I offer sincere apologies to those people whose material appears here
and especially to Gracia, my lovely and long-suffering co-editor, who wrote an
excellent piece of humorous reportage which I then proceeded to bury completely.
It would have been much better had it appeared when it was a fresh incident.
But it is as true, and as funny, now as it was then, and the Red-bearded Nazgul
tips his hood to the Lady of Elvenwood.
"There is a cobwebby grey velvet, with a tdnder bloom like cold gravy, which,
mades Florentine fourteenth century, trimmed with Venetian leather and Spanish
altar lace, and surmounted with something Japanese - it matters not what -
would at least be Early English!” - Lady Jane, PATIENCE, W.S. Gilbert
™his is, however, the dast issue of MYTHING LINK, and is published more for the
benefit of the contributors than anything else. The original idea behind ML<was
almost immddiately lost when the number of branches exploded in early 1970 and
all branches no longer discussed the same topic. The second idea, of publishing
branch reports and letters and informal material of interest to the Mythopoeic
Society, beceme somewhat redvadant when MYTHPRINT started doing the same thing.
We instituted comments on the branch reports in an effort to stimulate discus-
sion of them, since the letters in MYTHPRINT did not often deal with such things.
However, the sheer bulk of the branch reports started to make the fanzine pro-
hibitively expensive and also more hard work than the interest shovm justified.
So thare's not going to be another issue of MYTHING LINK. BUT...

(continued on page 9)
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~Prouinent Society ' ember liarrowly Hscapes
Death in Ghastly Ritual

ID YAS 9:25 A.i.. on fiay 15, 1971, Three black-hooded
and -cloaked figures uwysteriously appeured in the alley
behind 2516 Highland Avenue in ; anhattan BDeach. One of
them, an old retired witch from {'acbeth, was armed with
a scinitar and had been rendered unhuman by & white stocking
over her face. The second was a onetiwme actress in a ..ary
Worth coamic strip who.had not long before devoted her
services to the Dark Lord but had so far been unable to
shake off certain habits picked up in her role as lL.rs.
Worth. (She is known hereinafter as the Chickenhearted
liazgul.) The third, the Undergrown Hazgul, was also
callow and untried ia the ways of darkness. She hastily
pulled her hood forward to hide shameful stray locks of
golden curly hair,

The Chickenhearted ‘azgul temporarily deposited a
pink birthday cake on an unoccupied doorstep and stepped
quickly away lest she be seen near such a thing.

The thres sknulked about for a tiwe, hissing and
adjusting black eyemasks, before they saw a fourth come
floating up the hill., A frightening sight even to Hazgul,
for this being had steel-grey hair down to its shoulders
(The Authentic lLiazgul). [ore skulking. The four were
joined during the next .half-hour by a Red-Bearded I azgul,
an unlikely lcoking figure in bluejeans and a blue shirt
carrying a bullwhip who was hastily bundled into a black
sweater and cloak (The Quick-Change Nazgul), and a terri-
fying 'ine-Foot ..azgul with no part of a face showing at
all, Every now and then a rifth-Coluun ‘azgul would euerge
from the back door of 2516 Highland Avenue to give progress
* reports on the activitiss cof thes intended Victim:

"I slippsd it into his pants nocket while he was in the
shower," or "He's finished with breakfast now, and is out on
the front pcrch," or the lile. i

PIMALLY the eight conspivators hissingly welcoied the
ninth, (the Turncoat Ma~gul) who explained with some em-
barrasswent thet his vehiclie had broken down. He was
sternly admonished to get a horse, but probably has not
done so.fox reascas hercinafter explained. ie was seen
hastily tucking a white garment into the closet of his
white. van. .

w» Pinally the nine,; led by the Fifth-Column M., filed
their way up the steps along the side of the house in
question. (It was ebserved that the terrifying impact
of the Nine-ioot li. was somewhat: diminished by the fact
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that he could hardly see where he was going.) After
another brief hissed conference the Fifth-Column N.
opened a side door and led the way in. The Intended
Victim was discover'd sitting on a windowseat unsuspect-
ingly reading a book. He looked up apprehensively from
one to another of the masked figures approaching and semi-
circling him, bullwhip and swords gesturing threateningly.
fie counted:

"Uh-huh. Hine. Uh-huh. I thouﬁht when I got up
that this was going to be a good day.

He was pulled to his feet and searched by the Nine-
root N., who suddenly shrieked and held aloft...a shining
gold Ring. lleaching, hissing and keening followed. The
Victim gestured toward invisible TV cameras and proclaimed,

"This is my world, and welcome to it!"

"Tie its hands behind its back," whissspered the Red-

Bearded . Thereupon the Victim's hands and feet were
bound with long strips of black cloth, provided by the
Chickenhearted H. on the (unfortunately untested) theory
that they would cause less discomfort to the Victim than
ropes. lle was also blindfolded. ZIither because he was
frozen with fear or because of curiosity about what would
happen next, the Victim neglected to offer any resistance
to these indignities. As he was hoisted onto the shoulders
of the various larger .lazgul he was heard to make soue
remark in questionable taste regarding a drean that he
had been kidnapped in i{aidenform shorts. Just as he was
being carried out the door, a mournful voice from across
the room called out "Goodby, Galen...." to which he replied
sadly, "Goodby, liother...."

The weaker Blackguards nearly relented then and there.

Uith much puffing and panting on the part of his
captors he was carried up the alley, followed by many
goggle-eyid heads leaning out o£ windows, and deposited
gegr%gag Kplgnggeab%%&.OfTﬁBeri rn gggnﬁ. S van which had
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Throughout the whole event the kidnappers were observed

to speak only of the Victim, never to him. The principle was
violated almost at once by the ChicKenhearted 1i., who noticed
that he nust be very unconfortable lying on his back with his
hands beneath him. She surreptitiously whispered in his ear,

"Galen, it's going to be a long ride. iould you rather

lie on your gsige or your stomach?"

He whispered back, "Ho,"

The reason for this austerity was soon discovered;
before long a sharp eye observed that he had nearly freed
his hands. He was forcibly turned over and retied, only
to get completely free within as short a time. After three
or four such incidents it was fortunately discovered that
cold fingertips suddenly applied to his ribs would make him
writhe in a quite unaccountable fashion, and put a halt to
all struggles. At this point scruples were cast aside and
his haands were bound very tightly indeed, with the result
thac circulation oro.:ptly stopped. The Chickenhearted i,




motioned to the .etired :itch, and these two chafed his hands
froa tiue to tine when the others were not looking.

To beguile the time aand prevent the V.ctiu froa becdoning
bored, various tantalizing details about his approaching fate
were allowed to slip in loud whispers.

"Did anyoune reneuber to briang the shovel ™

"o, hen there is no corpse, there is no need for a
shovel."

"Ah, but we do need the shovel. Ior a very suall hole."

"Save me the fingers.'

"3 '11 have the toague."

"Je'll £ill its eyes with sand!"

"Full out its fingernailsi”

"I want the little finger! Low!"

"fio, you fooli Jait until we roast it...."

"l"'edium rare for ue."

"Check the kerosene."

"Where is the box of ants?"

"Aha.,...here it is,"

"Open it. By its neck....'lungry, aren‘'t you, my pretties?
five....ten....fifteen. The rest of you nmust wait. It won't
be longi"

The point of the sciiitar was placed in the Victim's
hand for his tactile perusal. Then the (uick-Change . gave
hiu a foretaste of sharp joys to come with the point of his
cloak clasp. I'he Chickenhearted ©. put a stop to this at once.

ffoiled in his attempts at physical resistance, the Victim
lauvnched a agical atcack. "Elbereth Gilthoniel!"

Hisses,

"'rodo! Aragorn! Gandalfi"

ore and louder hisses.

"Sauron! Saruaani"

Cheers.,

"Pfolkien! lTewis! Williams!"

disses and growls.

"Ash nazg durbatuluk, ash nazg iwmbatul, ash nazg
thrakatuluk agh burzum-ishi krinpatul,™ = :
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"liixon! Agnew!"

Cheers.

The Victinm had about run out ol power-words and bad puns
by the time the kidnap vehicle stopped at a seui-reuote wooded
area .arred only by a few »icnic tables. as he was being carried
up a hill to his appointed place of death he nade -another
atteupt at uagical resistance, willing hiuself to becoue
heavier and heavier. And heavier and heavier he becane until
all his five carriers, even the two at his knees aud feet, were
on the point of extrewne exhausticn.

"Stop!" called the ..ed-'earded !'., and the Victiu was
dropped. "Untie hig feet." This was done, and the rest of
the way he walked.

Lbout at this tiwe the Turncoat i:. dropped out of sight;
his nai:e has been striclen from all the records of Darkness.



The rest of the event was prosecuted by the Tight Jaithful.
The Luick-Change 1., nearly overcoile by heat, reuoved sweater
aad shirt and perforued the rest of the ceremony ian bluejeaus
and black cloak.

=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=

ME DEL'237TE was a large circular area enclosed on three sides
by trees, with wood piled around the circuufreace. in the
center was a s.all hole about eighteen inches deep. Pan-
demoniu. reigned for a time. There were cries of "The stake!
The stake: Where is the stake?" 1.0 one seeued to know.

Three massive coils of heavy rope lay at hand, and the iled-
Bearded . eatertained the Victin by winding one around his
chest and arus.

By the tiane he finished, hisses, keens and screams
welconed the .line-Toot I'. toiling up the hill with a ten-
foot beam. It was sunk in the hole, earth tauned around it,
and the Victia stood against it.

As he was being bound to it with the second coil he urged
"VYou're making a terrible mis-stake! Cousider! Think care-
fully! There's a lot at stake here!" But to no avail.

However, a white-clad figure slightly reseubling the
Turncoat : . sidled up and was heard to whisper, "If they don't
stop tying hiu pretty soon we'll never get him loose.' The
Chickenhearted . whipped the third coil of rope out of sight.

The Victim, empowered either by magic or desperation,
found that he could rock the state, and began to lean it
heavily backwards. The Authentic li. put her lips close to
his ear and murauvred, "The end will be slow if it continues
that, and rapid if it cooperates!" sbruptly stake and Victim
straigntened up.

1] was ready. The blindfold was re:ioved and the Great
Dance begun to a distaant druabeat, Doom....Boom....Doou. The
Bight forumed a large circle. sach grasped a stick in each
hand, took two steus forward counterclockwise, three steps
inward, raised the wood aloft threateningly and lowered it
ominously, depositing it around the Victim. Then three
steps outward, picking up two more sticks, and a repetition
of the sane. A pile grew up around the Victia's feet. He
tried to look indifierent, but each tine the figures closed
in and raised the wood, awe and horror showed in his eyes.

#inally drua and dance ceased. The ! ine-Foot N. stood
before the Victim and held aloft a suwall box (slightly re-
seabling a cigarette lighter) containiang a bit of the Fire
of Doom. He zipped it. e zipped it again. 0o fire appeared;
the Victim laughed nervously with pretended scorn. One more
zlp-~and a flawme leaped up.

A Split Second of fternity.

Then a conch shell sounded in the trees nearby. Figures
cloaked in white or elven—-grey swept into the circle, led by
the Turncoat. vUne of them, the Good Knight, dealt death to
the ‘azgul with the Sign of the iiythopoeic syubol. The
Turncoat made the Sign of Heaven and illell--two fingers up and
two down. A third flapped an Elven cloak. vne by one, the
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Blackguards were overcome and feil. The iletired .itch appeared
to be dead, but when the Good ''night caile near she grabbed his
leg and attenpted to pull hia down. He devastated her with the
oign. Then the Turncoat and the Good - uight began the forwidable
task of unbinding the Victim, the fervency of whose thanks
betrayed his earlier feelings. When he was loose at last the
Turncoat arrayed him in a white fur cloak amd announced,

"We, the ‘orces of light, have won the victory over the
forces of Darkness. You are now free, ihite and '‘wenty-Cme."

A throne was set for him, and the would-be Victin took
his seat. lle was avarded three round wmedals. The first was
adorned with the <ythopoeic 3ymbol and the word "ilero'"; the
second read "(Calen iives," and the third, "Support Your Local
Feoples." He was now given the well-earned task of deciding
the fate of the Baddies.

"Different punishments for different crimes," he decreed.
"Out of our great largesse we pardon four of you. But you
(pointing to the Nine-Foot Ii.,) you (the Yuick-Change i, ,)
you (the Undergrown li,,) and especially you (the Fifth-Column
o), coue herel" = '

The first of these unfortunates was condeaned to grovel
on the ground until his excessive pride and arrogance should
be abased. The second, third and fourth were condemned to

chase up and down the hill uantil they fell exhausted.

These sentences, however, were coumuted.,

During the Judgement one of the unpunished four (the
Authentic i'.), burning with thoughts of Revenge, escaped her
captors and crept slowly up behind the Hero. Then with light-
ning motion her aru flashed out and grabbed him around the
neck. At the saue time, the Turncoat crept silently up behind
her. With lightning wmotion his ar: flashed out and grabbed her
around the neck, together with the firwm application of a knee
to the small of her back. In no tiwe at all she had unhanded
the Hero and found herself flat on her back with a heavy foot
on her widsection. She made a few feeble atteuipts to rise
but soon gave up all thoughts of revenge. The Retired Witch,
who by now was of the saame mind, croaked to the Good Xnight,

"Let there be peace betwixt thy race and mine."

So a Great Peace was decreed. With malice toward none,
with charity toward all, heroes and MNazgul alike retired to
the picnic tables to decimate the aforementioned pink birthday
cake and some carry-out dinners that were later carried in.
(It was announced at dinner that one of the chief architects
of the day's activities--~a Ringleader, so to speak--nad unfor-
tunately been unable to attend. She was given three cheers
and one banzai.

Soinze precsents were opened by the Hero. Afterwards there
was much good talk, a little daancing and some singing with
gultars. A4s he was leaving the hero was heard to rewmark, with
tragic grandeur, that he anticipated another Ordeal at age 33--
one from which there would be no rescue.

X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+D+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X+0+X



LOOKIi'G BACK on the whole eveant, as a seasoned felon I
find that several salieant points could be mentioned for the
benefit of any others who aspire to crime of this sort. The
main one is: Don't. There's gotta be an easier way to wake
a living. You'll be all over bruises the unext day.

However, if you are determined to go ahead: for any
Victim over ninety pounds, forget about trying to copy the
Dead ! arch in Hamlet. ©ILet him walk.

Don't try to use cloth for bonds in the name of humanity,
especially not slippery cloth. Use cable or soaething. And
don™t 1et him hold his hands palu-to-palm; make sure his wrists
are crossed.

If your Victim is an outrageous punster bring either ear
cotton or a gag.

Anybody wanna buy some slightly used cloaks at liythcon WET 2

HEHOOOEHOEHOOHEOOEOOEEHOOOOOEO®O®HH®HE

Los Angeles, February 5, 1972

KIDWAP GAING STRIKTS AGATIT!

This afternoon at %:15, cloaked baddies abducted the
Good Knight, his bride the Lady Bonnie, and their unboru
child. The recently-married couple was forced at scimitar-
pitchfork-and umbrella-point into a van and spirited off to
the gang's secret headquarters, where others had prepared a
table for them. They were roped to the rough planks and made
to listen as various evilly-dressed, snarling and howling
tormentors jeered at them and made the most horrible threats.
Despite pleas from the Lady Bounie (the Good Knight himself
maintained heroic silence), the inbuman ritual went forward,
to serve the helpless victims for the annual graduvation banquet
for the College of Demons.

The guest speaker, a proainent instructor at the College,
gave the keynote address, deploring the way the world has
worsened since the ilk of these two insufferably good victims
could be sent to the arena.

"In past banquets," he commented, '"the gastronomic
quality may have been wretched, but we never had souls--
of a sort--in more abundance. Ah, but now this triumph!

You youngsters not yet on active service may wonder with
what labor and delicate skill these two miserable creatures
were finally captured. Actually, we cheated. We grabbed them."

The Lady Boannie, he called "a vile, sneaky, simpering
demure, mouselike, watery, insignificant bread-and-butter IHyths.
Looks as if butter wouldn't melt in her wouth, yet has a
satirical wit. ‘wo-faced little cheat--the sort who'd find me
funny!"

The speaker, the Dishon. lMr. Screwtape, next reviled the
Good Knight. "This man 1s a dangerous influence! He infects
everyone to strive for higher goods! e is loved--yes, loved--
by everyone. This man has formed a dangerous sect on earth.

A sect up to no good at all--it spreads Joy! Great Beelzebub,
the horrid noise of Joy that he causes! Joy is a direct insult
to the realism, dignity and austerity of Hell." 7




.is remuarks were punctuated by screeches of approval,
ghastly laughs, applauvse and the bold repertee of the Lady
Jonnie, who warned the gathering, "/e'll give you indigestion!"”
and made other sarcastic comuents throughout the speech.

""Therefore, uy friends," Screwtape remarked in conclusion,
"we are about to destroy these, out enemies, and alonzg with
then their horrid, joyous . ythopoeic Society. e shall establish
in its place the .iserific Society, dedicated to hatred,
gloowm, sadness, and the spread of the worship of Our Hather
Below!"

Lmnid the general cheering at the wention of the Arch-
Fiend, the lady Bonnie inquired, "By the way, what do you
have to say about that one? What's it done to you yet, huh?"

The laughter subsided btriefly as if each deuon remeubered
he or shee, too, once had a mother. DBut the lapse of resolve
was broken by a cry reseumbling "It's a duck!"

"It's a wnat?" cried the Lady 3Bonnie, aghast.

"It's of noble stock," the voice from the wob repeated,
"it must be dealt away with!"

The speaker then gave the toast of the iserific Socilety
and of Cur Tather Below, and invited all, "lLet us dig ini"

Drooling and snarling, the horde pressed forward around
the table, brandishing whatever they had to brandish.

L sudden loud shriek cut into the slaverinz and muttering,
echoed by another, further off in the distance. DBut in a
mouent the demoniac host set to again. :0re screails; everyone
exclaimed in shock and surprise, as celestial wmusic filtered
through the crowd.

"iusic!" wailed one of the crowd, "and silence!"

Three nebulous figures now materialized upon the scene:
the awesome ['ine-root Oyvarsa, flanked by the Greater and
Lesser Eldila. ©Shedding their najesty all about thea, they
drifted toward the horde of deuons, who flinched, cowered
and woaned before them as the uusic ascended.

"In the 014 :ick of tine," the Lady Bonnie sighed, "I
wag alwmost snent." Then she beheld the : ine-r‘oot Oyarsa as

he bent To unbind her. "It's too late; we're mad!" JTurning
to the Good "night, she asked, "..ow dces it feel to be dead,
Glen?"

The ! ine-iFoot Oyarsa spoke words of power and enabled
the victius to arise froa their table of horror. Their work
done, the Three evanesced away as they had come, leaving
the entire scene to stunned auazeuent as deaons recalled
that they were actually people, and the victius anade sure
they were still in the flesh.

Cool drinks were served to dewons who had parched their
throats hissing and wauling, while the near-aain courses were
zenerally lionized. '

The Good Xanight, after regaining his cowmposure, Ifrankly
aduitted he was speechless. "1t was one oif those tines--there
were so nany beautiful straisht lines when I could have said
something, but I dida't. ‘'ell, T will say the day did have
its serious side--I went thiough a real Charles Uilliawms exchange
experience alongz the way." .Le explained having his face in
his hands during the speech. '"ell, I've always thought that's
how I would behave if T were captured in the jungle. You know,
maybe 1if you close your eyes it'll all go away?"

Bonnie rewmarked that the first thing entering her aind



when she gaw uracia-.ay's cunalk-white face was, "That's fuany,
Gracia doesn't usuall~ hai thiongs ud when sue walks ian tue door."

Z“len's first thought as the «rou> crowded in was, "Ilhey're
here! Ou, oh! I hope we don't have to 70 to Grifiita rark.”
(i.e suspected thev :isut be hauvled seven ti es arouvad the block
and vack to ..ichel Lelvia:, but bein~ blindfolded, had no idea
waere they actually went.)

(in iatercstin~ sideli ut developed: as the abduction
was in its final stages of preparation, and Gracia-say waited
to begin her part, a ruse oir 1eetin “onnie to 0 shovding,
sonnie called Gracia. -eople vere chattering and tryiaz ouvt
the wusic part of tue prograan; Gracia nearly nanicked for fear
Jonnie :1zht hear the noise and suspect co ething. s it
turned out, Toanie only nade out a nishniesh in the background,
thou ht the Hociety wi 1t be havieg a "do," but otherwvise
suspected nothin~. .er nind was preoccupied wita her green
velvet tunic.)

The Good i ut denied that the ‘ubble-Un e cluiched
during the ride had any esoteric significance, other than as
the "staff of life," or, as it were, a chalice-iuaze.

flaoning of the abduction took about two weeks. ALAs the
Ladv 3onnie re .arked, "e havean't been zeeping the Society

busy enoush! “shey're zetting bored!"
8 the rfestivities beran to ebb, the Good lright was heard
to coulent, "Je're aissin-, dinner."

“You are not Empyrean. You are not Della Cruscan. You are not even Early
English. Oh, be Early English ere it is too late!" - Lady Saphir, PATIENCE
However, lately there has been something of a groundswell of public opinion
among those who remember MYTHING LINK as it partially was back in its earlier
days, to the effect that there is a need within the Society for a freely-edited,
informal, unofficial publication wherein the members can make their voices
heard saying whatever they feel like, whether it's complimentary of otherwise
to the Three Authors, the Society, or the publication itself. This is not to be
construed necessarily as criticism of MYTHPRINT. Every fanzine editor has a rijht
to his own style of editing. Some editors prefer to stress only positive
things, and that's a2 legitimate approach. Some - among whom I am numbered -
thrive on controversy, and are likely as not to say highly outrageous things
(or print highly outrageous things that others say) simply to stir others into
replying to them. And so on. I try to keep personalities out of it, but out-
side of that practically anything goes. If you want to make out a case that
LOTR is a Gay Lib novel (it's been done, though not in my zine, I'm sorry to
say), go to it - though you'd better be prepared to back up your judgment, be-
cause most of my readership is going to have something approaching idolatry for
JRRT. (If, on the other hand, you want to say that the Registrar of the Santa
Teresa Branch is absconding with the dues, or the Moderator of the Pacific Point
Branch is anti-Semitic, that's tabu. I don't want libel suits. If it amounts
to saying that the Prime Puuper of Pumperdink is incompetent, well - that will
depend on whether your argument is persuasive or not. If it gives the Prime
Pumper specific charges - which aren't libellous - to answer, then I think yes,
I'd print it. If it were reasonably relevant to something having to do with the
fanzine. And anything, in order to be printed, has to be within my definition
of the term ''literate', or convertible to literacy with minimum effort on my part.
(continued on page 11)




7%@ %52207 oé ‘&a/aa/'zfé/

rhe words you are now verusiag, Geatle .‘eader, are not
those ori-izally planned for the irror in - VI .L ¢ LI T 17.
:natever was written in those far-oli days of June, -.u. 1971,
nas fallen iato oblivioa. The reason therefor is as follows:
Duria ; .uzust I decided to anplify soethin; L had written
about arﬁiakthat, it had occurred to e, was likely to cause
Jisuvnderstanding. S0 at ny request vave returned the page in

question at tae svgust  ydsgard ceetinz. I put 1t in my purse,
Where 1t docilely renained Ifor several weeks., Dut alaM, vhen
I reached for it yesterday it was owhere to be found, .or

was it in oy desk or (a re:ote cuance) in tobert's. o I
aa facing the very ianteresting challenge of trwing, to figure
out how on earth I begaa the seantence twat cariied over to
the next page--"with needs uad hun'ers aad fears and that
there is often not eanou . h goods to 0 around, or tiue or
koowled e or love." Let's see, it wvas part of a reply to
@y resz:scted co-editor's re .arks in L 16 about vivine . rohib-
1tlons (in re ~erelana“a), and very anejative re arks they
vere too. le ig turned off to the idea that the veity m1ght
nalte cervain probibitions which in the selves hrad no weaning,
sinply to test inplicit obedience.

Jave's seantliients wers once eloqueantly expressed by
& notable literary Ifigure (w1th a less develo.ed supereso):

ve e novledze LOfDldd W

bugpicious, reaqonle~~° 'ny should their itord

.avie the: that?....

Lsnvious conwiands, invented with design

Lo lieep the: low whon knowledse mir 1L exalt

mqual with GodS....
-—~which makes it Gifficult iadeéed to Justifie the ways of
God to .en. _owever, vith no wuiddle flight let iie atteupt:
The concent of the - rohibition uales so:e sense oaly when
seen in the context of bu2anneses as finitude. ‘e are finite,
linited, and thus auch of ‘the sufiering in the world. :ilhat
a different nlace 1t would be 'if eatlnv wvere not a necessity,
both ror neople and animals., - If dgrenta were aot linited in
their resources aad ener<ies and 1lasi:rnte, and could supply
2ll the needs of their.children for love. _.f ve weren't
1i ited in tnowlel@’ ¢ about the future--the -lane that was
coing to cwrash, -or tae fatal earshquake that was going to
happen, or the stupidities tuat would lead to a world war.
5t cetvera, et ceveras oo
arouses the envy of the gods who punish such Jresu D%WEkf'
with a »nainful fall, .aa caa-at best be beavtiful in his
atteupt. In the Judaeo-Christian tradition the sitvation
is not uite the saize. rhis tradition exdresses rataer uore
clearly the basic insight of the hero-myth: +that the willing
acceptance of finitude at-its ultinate extreiies of pain
and death,  eroisi, beco.les the ueans to the overconinsz of
finitude, ..esurrection. .Tolhibitions, along with tThe
ordinary Ifrustrations and irritavions urd dlSquOlﬂt‘eDtS


fijnitu.de

vhat finitude brings ia dail; life, provide a xinc oi school
foxr heroisu. (tt can, that is .

(ell, I dida"c sxcceed 1ﬁ linkin- up to that iaossible
seatence fra eat. Tou, eatle leader, are welco.e to G.y for
sourself.)

with needs and hunsers asd fears, <nd that there is often not

eaouzh -oods to ;o around, or tiie or tnowledze or love. 1

thialz one of Gue n.ur_.oges oi beias a finite hunan belng 1is

that by taking on e challenqe of learninz to love under

these coonditiong, /e have a chance at heroisil. Y re51stlpg

a teuptation--by sayin~ ao to onesell when it would be valid

To say ves--we can gain strensth and stature on Ttue way

to arde an acuzeve.eant like (arist's-—or if 7you .rever,

iiirohito's. i God whose aia in setsing prohibitions was

to turia ue iato people of that sort wouvld not be celled petty.
(f don't .ean ©o say that this is a full viodication

of finitude. rhe suwi tocal of suiferin il ertails has

certainly not et been Justiried in vords.

xr e et e e . oL .
.lxoa-o---.u.. . .4\.-;;.}\..1{

in vejard to vhe danmer that 02 ..o ol . Gl
41 ht lead to a substantial increase in ionterrelisgious 1ill-
will: 1'. aot too worried, ony readers won't o berond
the obviouve analoies--to &azis and patanists. agig are
hardly to be found an,iore aond .abanigts dye :retsy rare as
well. «f co.rse the sort of Jeople who are - oln; to bite

dowa into so e co.paratively innocent sToun or .roveleant and

czll it of btae devil will alvavs be with us, out ost of

thea don't lise veing t”ewL 1iads, and . doubt that .any

of them wowuld stvicli with . e!ls very!flon~. I &y be wrong.

avybe tue only vav to setuvle the qaestlon is to take a noll.
“It's clear that mediaeval art alone retains its zest,/ To charm and please
its devotees we've done out little best./ We're not quite sure if all we do
has the Early English ring;/ But, as far as we can judge it's something like
this sort of thing:' - Duke, Colonel, and Major, PATIENCE
If you haven't gathered from all the quotes I've tossed about so far, the title
of the new publication will be EARLY ENGLISH (or EE or E2 if you prefer to abbre-
viate). The specific title was of course syggested by the references from
PATIENCE, a GES operetta satirizing the Pre-Raphaelites (or more accurately their
uncritical imitators and admirers), but after I thought of it I began to find
it Fraught With Wddddy UéYé¢ Significance, and the more I thought about it the
better I liked it. So, that'll be the title. I deliberately avoided anything
with "Myth" in the title to be sure that this would not be confused with an of-
ficial Society publication, because if response is good enough to justify more
than two or three issues I expect Society officialdom not to like it at all.
One of the problems ML had was its anomalous status as sort of affiliated with
the Society but not under its complete control. This was not satisfactory for
either me or the Society. EARLY ENGLISH, although primarily directep toward
Society members, has no official or unofficial connection with the Mythopoeic
Society.
(continued on page 25)
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SAANCH MEeeTING BEPDATS
A o R

AN ARBOR (Galadhreumin innorath), reported by Sylvia Smith
et :ay 31, discussion topic AR ID LIAVEL by Charles Williauas

Ye recognized that the book presents one battle of the
whole Yar. ‘ie analyzed the components of this battle:

‘iho were the combatants?” .e tried to separate the
forces but found only a few clearly comuitted individuals.
lany characters were questlonable, some wWere simply out of
(this) confroantation, e.g. Batesby.

WVhat were the obJectlves? Clearly, this is no human
war in which the objective of both parties is the saae
plot of ground. Delight is on one side, destruction on
the other., ©OCn God's side one does not work against any-
thiag, but he 1is for.

What were the weapons? The power of ritual, the
power of personalities, and the nost iuportant, the Grail.
Satanists cannot create enerszy; they can only use it, so
they wanted the Grail. rcrester John, who is the Grail,
seems to be both a cowbatant and a weapon--perhaps the
Holy Spirit.

VVhat was the outcome? The fate of wany of the
characters was uaresolved at this point in the war. ‘e
thought that ‘/illiams gave a number of indications that
Persimaons received salvation. Yet we were rather un-
comfortable with a theology that could call a Satanist
a seeker after God.

((What indications? His collapse at the end of the
ettempted "marriasie" doesn't say as much to me. e can
be rellglous~»have nuanous awe—-—without being a seeker
after God.---GFE)) l
LA (IRADA-WIINTIGER (Archenland), reported by Laura Ruskin
liet May 3th., discussion topic TIE GOLDEIY 4SS or THE
s las OCRPIIOSES of Lucius Apuleius

At first we exchanged our impressions of this and that
episode from the novel. The.eveats related were 'so
wild that the question arose-of why Apuleius survived
until wodern tiwes, inasuuch as no one today would
talke thew seriously.

Soweone. remarked over tea that
npulelus' characters were everyday and lifelike; real
people for all that thej lived in a world where one's
neighbor wight be a witch and one's donkey a luckless
young traveler. Lucius' people could live amnd be recognized
in aany age, went this opinion, Comparisons were made
between Lucius' rhilebus and today S "nrlshna crowd;



Thrasyllus' street ganzg with "llest Side Story" types;
and legionaries who are unever around when you need them
but always when you could do without, and certain other

resestati f hizhexr autuority. . 7 L
represe:tatives of hicher autuority Another opinion held

this very "common wan" quality a drawback ia Apuleilus, in
that it held the novel back from the ideal, archetypical
heichts reached in LoT:. In LoTR, it was argued, you
neet people who by and larie are better than those counonly
net in 1life, and vestly better than the characters in
tpuleius. The characters in LoTil are as it were magnetized
by powerful ovposing poles of cosmic order and disorder,
their lives harnessed to causes beyond theaselves. The
characters in 4puleius go each his own way; good people
like Charite are driven to cruelty and vengeaunce while
frauds like Philebus make a living from displaying
how "coumitted" they are to their Syrian Goddess. In
this view, such characters detracted from the mythopoeia
in the GOLLmb ASS.™

There eansued forthwith a saort and
hot debate, rescued only by a hasty and temporary change
of the subject to CZ.

Jje took up the question of Christianity
and Apuleius. 'riting in the second century A.D., he
seemed to disparage the belief, if the baker's wife is
to be taken as a Christian. Ilowever, the baker hiuself
displays Christian for:iveness and ~ood temper toward
those who wrong him, although he is a pagan. For his
pains, he is doane to death by witchcraft,

uitches

and other nmurderous women--.eroe, Jauphile, Arete and
I'syche's two jealous sisters--seem to represent iuncarnate
evil in Wi, GOLD.T 3. The question was raised whether
Pamphile's waidservant otis, who caused Lucius so much
woe, was herself an apprentice witch who knew what she was
doing all the time. T[hese evil worien incarnated the
dark side of ‘irtewis, or liecate. Charite, ¥syche,
Byrrhaena and the matron showed the bright side of the
. oon-Goddess, or lsis, the first deity to which Lfucius
was converted. <“he seasonal bloominsgz of the roses Lucius
needed was related to the astrological significance of
his initiation into the mysteries of Isis. Lucius'
prayer to Isis scemed the wost "Christian" episode in the
book, at least in spirit as it suggested in tone the
['edieval ezdoration of the Virgin. J

211 this tiwe, the
conversatioa cov: red threes in lucius (how many threes
in LoMk?), deus otiosus, did Kronos narry his nother?
(o, he did not; his sister "hea was the mother of the
first Ulympians; Gaea was his wmother.) (hy soue people
want to fly--Britishers are still offering thousands of
pounds to soue modern lcarus--'hy some people wonder why
other people want to fly--what is salvation, anyway?
Didn't Luocius make a jackass of himself before using the
ointuent--as in his drunken attack on three suadowy
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fizures and the consegquences thereof? Lnd how did lucius'
character develop while he was a jackass’ e ooserved how
he ran to put his nose into the business of a witch, knowing
very well how such ladies rewarded siilar prying, but
towards the end of his enchantient had actually learned
not to bite the hand that bought hiq, but to accept his
lot and the will of the gods.

Jfollowing up on the Cupid
and 'svche myth, the branch will discuss 1ill e llave Jaces
in June. Soieone found a survival of the ayth in the
fairy-story, The Green Snake. in discussing what topic
to have for July--it #ill be a Tollkien theune--we found
ourselves discussing the topic itself, After nore spiced
tea and OZ trivia, we [iled out into the night, bidding
our hosts the Darretts zood speed as they nove to Chico.
Let's see; that will be brancu anuinber...

(1. It seeus to me that life-like characters probably
detract fro. the waythic quality ori a work, witiuout necess-
arily detracting frow i1ts quality as a work of art. While
we are the ..ythopoeic Hociety, wrth isn't the only form
literature can take nor even necessarily the highest
/and that could be the source of & whole vast ar_ uieant
in itself--which I'1ll ta%e up if and when anyone vants
to arzue either side of the question, but not until T
know soiieone is interested in discussing it.../; Tl
GCLOET ASS has lested far longer than LOTIT likely will,
though it is probably not as uythic. 2. Althoush
Christianity teaches forzgiveness /and a {ew Christians
practice it/ the teaching is hardly to be characterized
as "Christian"--it's hard to find a serious system of
ethics, religious or huaanist, that doesn't teach the

same thing. 3. s+Tobably because the Virgin-cult of early
Christianity was largely borrzowed frow the Isis cult.
General. I wish that you hadn't left unanswered so many
interesting questions. hat did the Archenlanders

tuink salvatioan was, for instaance?--UGit)

((I don't think lifelike characters detract fro:x the

mythic quality of a work provided thare are also char-

acters of ;reat stature, aad the two types are skillfully
related., +or exaiple, the lifelike Iobbits 50 out of
their sheltered land ianto a world of giant events /the
relationship is really deli~ntful at the wreck of Isengard
and the healing of ' erry/; the nglish children step
through a wardrobe or door or piciture ifraae iato the

world of Aslan and Ghe itches et. al. Cr, a character

wight start out lifie-size and rrow into nerocic stature.

3LA, .any other mother goddess cults also eatered into it,
and were distilled throucu the cult of . ater ‘icclesia
before beconinz that of the Virgin., I have a feeling

that by the ti.e you reach the high . iddle iges the

influence of Isis is rather teauous.---GIT))



Gl G UlusY (Ducltlebury) recorted by Lnne Osborn
aet spril 24, topic ifhe rlace of the ilion by Uharles Williaus

e plecce of the lion is in the Laub. Power nisused 1is
a wajor thewe in :illiaas' novels, aad the powvers here are
agoral and alnest ouvt of coatrol. Denaris' priuaeval ptero-
dactyl counterpoiats ..nthony's ea;le as eleuents that they
rule and could be ruled by, with less wisdom. (God works
through wan, Anteony saw, to doainate tue animals and
maintain hariony anong species. The luscious iuwazgery
(who but :illiams could perceive that the archetypical
nature of Butterfly is [ uwber?), tishtly woven plot,
coupelling characters and evanescent Sennsucht inpdulse
rnake this book irresistible to the nythopoeia fancier.

jilliauns parallels Tolkien with his eaple and
pterodactyl contiast. Le parallels rewis periectly
between Daiaris and Jane Studdock of that ideous Strenguh.
Both wornen had an inner horror of confronting the truth
of their selfish lives, as well as a blataant fear of
confronting the terrible powers before them. Strong sexual
syabolism surzes through the conversions of both wouen.

The Great Pit which .‘nthony conironts seems to be the
extremely archaic (in rlatonic sease) Place of the Celestials.
ere !illiaus drives deeest into philosophical and neta-
puysical thic :ets, never repeats hiwseli, and loses soiie
readers. The burning of the house, too, is difiicult to
fathon. even riven that is was, through Derrigan, the
spontaneous conjunction between the realus of iatter and
anti-matter. 'The tongues of flame that soue percelved
around the house were akin to the invisible flawe that
only nystics can see, the Confirmation of the Apostles,
and the :Buraning Dush. The Great ::ay Dance of the Lion,
the Lanb, ,uentin and Danaris is the easiest Biblical
allegory and the richest visval inagery. (It was
intimated that if Anthony was the .agle apd Richardson
the Unicorn, Juentin must nave been the ssential Rabbit.)

Richardson and Dawnaris' father (the .belard figure)
stopped living for the saune rcason: to nove on to the
angelic Nealm. Does this stopnage equal the suilcide
torbidden to Christians, or is it one unore advancenent
in the coantinuua of man's eternal 1life? The iflesh binds
us from God; is there a positive escape we can unake to
Iim, in an excess of hope instead of the excess of
despair that usually characiterizes suicide? Lfter all,
the Phoenix burne voluntarily to renew itselrl,

(Does the flesh bind us from God? Vhy? God is iumaanent.
e 1ig in and vhrough all of :lis creation, which includes
the flesh; if anything separates us froim God it is our
wills to be separate fro: .iiwn, and aot our flesh., 1 know
of no reason to believe that anyone who is bound fro.u God
in the flesh will not be equally bound from iim after his
death. L'a not sure you're even giving sound Christian
doctrine there. and _'n very sure I don't believe it.~-DGi)
((..e either.,.-—GiL))
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LA S Jit Y (Bucklebury), reported by /.nne Usborn
et .ay 22, topic The Book of Three by rloyd ..lexander

We like :lexander! (ried nanfully to,discuss only
Book of 3% and avoid other boo.is in series. -aula told
us auch of the Sow (foddess on whom .ea-/en is based: in
‘‘elsh lesend she represented the noon, notherhiood, the
life-giver. Pigs were introdauvced late To :elsh agriculture:
they were expensive, kept by kings, and the sacred wizards
wno read,their oracular pronouncements were called pig-
keepers!™ [he :iorned liny syiibol is used frequently
elsewhere, recently in Garner and Treece. Ltaran and
Bilonwy are hardly cven likeable in this first volune:
arrogant, imuature, stubborn, they are like wost chuildren
here. Comparisons to Tolkien are inevitable, and Alexander
does not cone out equal to J .l here; to some, he is a
half-baked initation in this first book, though all agree
that ..lexander finds his own style and stride as the books
comuence. Gurgl is blatantly Gollum at first, though he
becoues ore like Sam ("the classic faithful sidekick").
redwyn is much like Bombadil in that he has not lost
the ancient elemental union with aniwmals (but he is in
fact : cal). Gwydion in his powers and najesty reseables
Galadriel. (3 ) The . azgul steeds and swythaints are alike,
though pernaps gwythaints are more satisfyingly subtle in
that their power resides alnost ;eographically with their
iaster. Achren is comparable to Saruran in being tricked
off the throne, her own powers used to betray her. Dallben
and Cair Jallben are like #lrond and Riveudell.

Perhaps the one truly orizinal Alexandrian creation
and characterization is F. ¥flam and his Truthful 'larp,
for which we agree that L.A. should get the ..slan, the n
annual avard siven by the .iPS for best uythopoeic creation.
fflam brings to mind the 'hite knisht froa Through the

Looking Glass, Jaany Kaye, Zarliman Dutterbur, tne Duke
of "indsor, Cary Cooper, and Xing Pellinore from e
Once and suture ing, but he is none of these so much as
himselT. (I 1b. precweetened coconut, 2 esgs whites,

% cup sugar, Usp. vanilla, pinch salt and baking powder,
bake 20 uin. at 325° for incredibliy sood macaroons,

i#reeze well before eating.) ~

(1. iveryone has had that problem that has discussed

BOOK OF filss., 2. Yes, according to the /DI CGIC

/and i ESLACD 08 PUD L30T/ the pigs were tue gift

of - Arawn. Dut then idrawn, in the . aAlL U3IC , wasn't

an evil character. Alexander ~.odified hin twch aore

than he did Gwydion. 3, I should have said that he

mucn aore resembied ara~orn. tHe doesn't go all the way
back to the beginning of tize like Galadriel, and his
nature is much wmore the zo-out-and-do-soething of
Aragorn rather than the sit--houe-and--protect-and-advise
of Galadriel. DBut in fact he much resembles himself in
the .elsh legende, and there is no need to feel that he
was wodeled on anyone in Tolkien. 4. If ‘slans had been
ziven in 1904 vou wight be right /I don't know what else
vas written that year/. .owever, I don't think .lexander
nad aanythia:;, published in 1970 or 1971, which last is the
year Aslans are bein, awarded for this . ythcon, aand certainly



-

not a .Jfla1 adventure. sorry about that.--1G:)

B D2 DY C= LV »IDS (Lantern aste) reported by Dianne Leloy
et ..pril 17, topic AR T iV Dy Charles ''illians

It had been a rainy day, but the heavens ceased loung
enough for a ~oodly zroup of us to concre~ate at . ike
iielnik's pad. Our noderator was unable to be there until
late in- the neetinzg so we discussed the subject as best we
could, soi:etines juncin~t fron topvic to topic and back azain.

Cne question that vas asked was, "'hy the title .ar
in caven?" o one seewed to have an ansver. Je went on
To define the characters: rrestor John, also described
as Candalfian, was a legendary .edieval Christian priest
and king who was supposed to spread christvianity to all
of the areas which the apostles could aolt reach. .anasseh
derives his na:ne frowm anasseh, the worst king of Israel,
who sawed Isaiah in half. (1) Sir Giles fuulty's last
naae inplies a violent a itation of .iiwd or feelings.

The archdeacon seenecd to be nore of a laoist in his
approacu to life. (&)

The oin® :ent used by wtephen .ersiaons (i) was
sursested to be aconite, an ointient froa bulb plants
which chews tue nerve eandin~s and causes hallucinations. (2)

Then we ~ot into a discussion on evil. illiaas'
view of evil in this book is destruction aand nersation.

‘e coupared this uvith Leorge acdonald's view in which
evil is a negation of Cod, althouzgh everyone is given
an eternity in which to be saved.

iast of all, it was poiated ocut that in the last
scene the universailty of the . ass was ghown, by haviag
people from nany a-es and places rarticigating.

(1. anasseh was kinz of Judah /the Souvthera .diagdow/
and not _srael /the orthers “in-don - or the orizianal
united tjozdon/. -.ad it is questionable whether or not

ae was- the vorst; there vere so.e jretty rotten ones,

and aoasgseh is dewvicted ia tradition as haviny repented
in the ead. The ".rayer of . anasseh" in the ._pocrvoha

is one of the ITirner prayers of peanitence we have on record.
/Picky, picky.../ 2. The uitch-ointuent definitely
consained belladonna, whose active ingredient atropine

caa cauvse uallucinations; acoaite is another good
hallucinosen /and fairly deadly poison; ite refined for.a,
aconitine, is just about the fastest-killing poison in the
pnari.acopia., ‘e detective-story freaks liarn a lot about
poisoas in the course oi tiie.../ and this oarticular
olntueat aust have contained so ething even wore
spectacular, Otherwise tne effects would have worn off
eventually. orual poisons may kill or per :anently
disable, but they doan't keep you nad for days aiter

wihich you suddenly recover with no ill eiiects uhen
Prester John ives you the 00l office...--DiE.)

({2 ore of a Taoist than a Christian? ow? This
stateuent calls for soie developnent support. B.

Tou meaa Frezory fersia .ons.--=G.T)) T
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Jix V. .aui (Gantera -aste), Jianne Le ioy reports.
et ay 15, discus

sion topic . hantastes by eorge .acdonald

‘e had a snall sroun this ueetiany wihich we attributed
to the fact thet so'e of the uenbers took part in the Jjoyiul
‘lenaissance .‘aire.

dreut . arlowe led the discussion which began with a
readias of a section froum -’hineas fletcher's poeiz, "The
furple fsland." it the beginning of .hantastes there is
a brief quotation fron it:

hentastes (faatasy) from 'their first'

all shapes deriving,

In new habiliments can

quickly lizht¥.

The story is described as a very uoral tale of
soodness about a youans aan following a path to a reunion
with his soul. The youn: man's name is ‘nodos (ireek for
the Jathless, he who has not found his way in life).
hinodos went Go faerieland to find his purpose. In .‘aerieland
1e weets an old wouwan with younr eves wiao lives on an
island (fetus) connected to the wainland (uother) by a
thin strip of land (uabilical cord). This drea: iuage 1is
sugrested to be a wish fulfilluent for acdonald hiuiself
who logt his own aother at an early ajse. inother inter-
pretation sees her as a syuwbol of iother earth. It is
siznificant to note that :Lnodos coies to her after he
has comiitted suicide by Juzpiang into the sea. After
his juup he found hi .self ridin— in a boat covered by
the purple mantle of death. The boat trip aich téles
him to the island is sugrestive of reiacaraation.

‘Phe gcene with the priests before a dummy or ralse
~od reilects acdonald's own charse of heresv. The
shadow that attaches itself to ..nodos was said to be
pride. Me breaking ol the beautiful —lobe of the young
5irl is sugiested by one critic to be a rage scene. Later
in the story this sa e =»irl cowes to it and frees hi:
by her song froa a prison tower. o»ince he could have walked
out at any tiie, Judy .ike said, he was walled in by his
ovn self illusion.

In the Tfollowing state ent George ac bonald see.us

to describe the i uortality of the soul: "..e has bejun
a story without a beginning and it will never have aay
end. " /ith this I shall end 2y report.

SA 0 DIR30 (Cair faravel), revorted by Jeannie i'sacock
iet +ay 3, topic "The Significance of oan Gaagee in 1.OID
RO & DI A L ) il

L O B

The ay .ueeting of the Sandiexo ranch got off to a
rip-roaring start with a record crowd of six attending.
T™e first suggestion nade was that naawise was basically
souething of a "buapkin". This trig.ered a fierce
senantic argunent over the »precise definition of "buapkin'.
‘lebster's Seventh .ew Tolleiate Dictionary defines the
word as: "l. Buapkin...an awkward, unsophisticated rustic,
2. Bupkin or buukin...the projecting boon of a ship.*



i

(.e wust take it a »noint of order at the next weeting
to ask VFam ay to whaich definition she was reierrviang.)

a1 ie an inteasely lo, 2l individeal. . is loyalty,
in fact, is his stroazest characteristic. .is love for
Irodo becoes even greater as Jtolitien's work orojresses.
Sais poiat raised the question: would srodo have left
the dhire and coontinued his journey had it not been for
Saa? (.e never reached a deilinite conclusion but it's
a zood gquestion.)

Is sau so overshacdowed by ‘rodo as to be seemingly
inferior? Tuere aspears to be a "class consciouvsness"
represented in the SBuire. Does this iafluence the
relationshin betreen ‘'rodo and sa: or is the power of
the "ling; the chief factor ia inilatiang Jrodo's e~o0?

(Lfhig branch is sreat for josging questiones and never
findinz answers!) (1)

aAfter the arrival of three late neabers, San's
role in the Jest-uctioa of the Ring vas discussed.

San is hizghly instruuental ia gettinsg the ling up the
mountainside, but ironically enoush it is neither .'rodo
nor na., but Golluwa who is directly respoasible for the
final destruction.

e revived the questioa of waether or not .rodo
would have successiully coapleted his Journey without
Sami. The general opinion was that he .robably could not.
Saa, however, is conesidered by the other hobbits to be
nearly as stranzge as "those laz-inses". <his is illustrated
by his arsuinent with Yed Sandrman,., San clains that aany
strange creatures have been seen coiins throuzh the Shire.
(Scott Shaw suggested that these were fairies. 'as that
a dero~atory comient??) Aalthough Jrodo and San are both
considered "different", Gandalf realizes that they
possess the necessar; strensth To bear the burden of
the iling.

e sisnificance of the nane Ban Ge:nsee was discussed.
It was co pared to such relevant thianss as chewinz zuw
brenés, woodeu lexs(?) and ike .eiberton's security
blav’et, "Zee". .t this poiat we decided the whole
thing was setting too ridiculous, and after loanna .cGary
(our illustrious :odsrabtor) sun arized, we decided to
cive un. Jonva inforiaed us we were "officially adjournded."
(I don't pretend to settle the ‘atber authoritatively,
but it seems to e that wa: Gas ee definitely exhibits
all the characteristics of the traditional dn:;lish
servaint class,  ‘urtheri:ore, the way his raffer talks
lndicates that.this ie the case. To the classic iZnzlish
servant, the uality were as wuch above hin as the aangels;
They were not mere numans (or hobbits). It is very
difiicult vo co aunicate that sort of thing to soeone
who hasn't seen it; California is not a status society,
apd now that I've started trying L find thet I can't
put it into fter:s that coavey wy weaniansg. 1 did ~=rou
up in a status scociety, and L understand the Sau-."rodo
relatioashiy, very well - but from inside, and I discover
that I can't put it ioto vords.,-~---DGii)
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S . 1. BalBiou. (Battle ..ill), reported by Joyce E. iucas
. et Lpril 24, discussion topic Voyage to ~rctu:pf by
vavid 11dcey, however, .iany nedbers were unaple to
obtain copiecs.
Certainly this Look was not as rsadily available as
the: Lléh Beekens (1) s a consequence tae drscussion
wandered to & number of topics.
The L.C.35.0. snglish departuent was souewnat under
attack for its preoccupation with Jane nustea and wodern ;
authors, but several iadividuval proiessors were defended.
Dickens was praised and ulenn Sadler remarked that the
characterization in Ueorpe .liot's nlddlq;ﬁ;qp was superb. i
ie then told us of a Victorian authoress by the naie of
aria Xarelle (2) who published wore worlks than any
other author of her day. ©She won fa.sie and popularity
by svianing a story about her unarriage to william
Shakespeare in a forner liie,
It wvas re.uarked that there are several people who
claim to be writing turouch a spiritual coanection with
deceased authors. uone wowan claius to talk to Uscar
iilde, for instance. '"rhat's pretty wild!'" said irs.
Gutirie. Hdeveral menbers tinen described zoraengaast
for those of us wio have been thinking of reacding it.
’ fLrnlag finally to Voyare tp urcturu »rs. Gutarie
exposed the book as "terrible." 3he was crltlcal of
the obvious strict,. Calvinistic huncup of the author,(s4)
of the weird names oi characters and the strange details, .
€.%., the tentacles couinc frca the tumsies ol soue
creatures.
vy did we read it: Soaethin: to do with & lisnthouse? y
The best piece of architecture we ever read?
"It's a woander that the publishers accepted it."
Glenn entioned tuat iindsey doesn't keep track of
the details he creates, we is not consisteant within his
seconcary world. :rs. Guthrie felt that everyone in the
bock was "too pure." wSouehow this led to a digression on
Qe'lsﬂ:1v1tJ sessions, wanich no one seewzed o feel were of
aueh velue, and we proceeded to howeuade donuts and
exican style hot chocolate.

(1. :aybe not in L.nta “arbara, but I have Vii:.GS and
have never been able to find 7% wr Vo D0 507 lull for
sale or in a liprary. If I had I'd have snanged 1t
up - 'tis a good boo‘x° 2. 1 think you're talh:lnfr
about . arie Corelli, but not being positive 1'1l1l add
the note rather than —akin; a correction.,---0DG)

((&. This sounds pretty hasty to me. 1In what way
Calvinistic? lecause askull is spirit ally weal: a&ad
chaneleonic? 1'd love to see chavter-and-verse guotes

from the lostitutes to support such a stateent.---Gi':))
4.0L0GY: e had the Santa .[osa braaca report for .ay,
1971, but soniehow it zgot misplaced since then. e are

reallr sorry.~—-Lall
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B 711 (Lothlorien), reported b7 Joris ..obia and XKaren
rlvule, et av 9, topic |/ ininals in ‘e 1oxd of the .injs.

Miis is aot b¥ our vesual secretary. 1t is written by
J.othloriea's herdworlias, loyal, sell—sacrificinw, huable
woderator, aad the trustworthy, faituful eoad diligent
Captain of the .‘orminorean ..rchers, seeing as the lazy,
i“e'er-do-well, renesade, secretery didn't scow. So bleahl
to you, .u:geror!

This -leetinr was ©toe siallest ever experieaced by
the ~lorious branch of -othlorien. :owever, nine hardy
souls essaved forth to brave the topic, "aninals in
Ihe Lord of the ﬁln"s.

T Tifirst it was oonserved that there appear to be two
tynes of ani als in Poliien's work: spealing ones,
such as the "a les and Hracs, and the non-speaking ones,
suchn as Gne o;1pnaunu~, rabbits, and ! ohirri=a horses.
..owever, another division caa be de, there are aninals
that are clearly intelli jent, vet Gher do not speak,
such as shadowiax or 3517 tue zony .nd, <inzlly, another
divis.on can be -.ade between ood 1ntell¢3ent and non-
intelligent aasials, and tue bad intellisgeat and non-
intelligent ani.als. 3ut lfolkien can't be caterorized.
There is the iox that observes the journe; of the hobbits
throuzh tue ohire; ue thinxzs, but there is no way to tell
if he cain sypea'r. aybe all the aninals in iddle .arth
are intellicent, even the coqleq that 5eacol kills for
Sam, and rfolkien just docsn't bother to describe their
thounhts.

1t wes then noted that even the spealiing aniaals
seewr nore 'ul thaan, sa,, arnia's ralling jeasts.
ierhans that is because the arnia aniials, like the
aninals io The 'iad in the iillows, are humanized.

Mhev have teas, and wear alosnes, aad carry !lnapsacks.
But the Lrollien anl-gl~, eveu the intelli ent ones,
renain aniuals. ey stand in a different relationship
to huuan beiags than do the Jalking ‘easts. (1)

e neantioned vrisily that the & les in The obbit
vere rather a ”deL x .achina" device, but in LCL! taeir
rescue of .~rodo cnd BSa: froi the slopes of tT. Joon
is acceastable becauvse tre reader aow konows about then.

e runinated a wvhile oa whether the 3alrog could
be congidered an aninal., _fter we decided we didn't:
know, we swallowed ouxr cuds and continuved.

.e s&ay a parallel bevveen sBandowfax and .atty Lunpkia.

oth tre ‘rajestic ohadowiax and the lowly satty Lumphln
chose their asters aad allowed thae selves ©o be ridden.
The  azzguls' uworses were captured lonirrin horses that
were bred To accept the .in wraiths.

There was a dirression on the qualities of cats.

it was »ointed out ©hat only bl.ck horses vere
stolen. ‘as tneat because Havron wanted only block
aninals, or because the black horses alrpady had a
seed of evil and were .ore easily bent to badness?

hat! Is Jolkien a lac-.st? (2) iquine equalityi
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But Yolkien uses deep archetypal concepts. DBlack
may have taken on bad connotations as far back as primitive
nan's fear of nightfall.

There was another digression on the gold toe coverings
found in Xing Tutankhauen's tomb,

The idea of intelligent aninals may have 1its source
in the huwman need for companionship. It was brought up
that in . aurice iaeterlinck's play, The Bluebird, the
servile, sycophantic Dog is good, while the free and
independent cat is the villain. (A)

Shelob was an animal, so we talked about her next.
She was the wost evil animal in the book. ile observed
that insects are often depicted as evil. There was a
digression oun the 1984-type ant society in The Ounce
and Puture X{ing, by T. . White. The ants eXperienced
& continual barrage of propaganda and ghastly songs.

Wihen they went to war, the songs played were agsressively
patriotic and wilitaristic. e wounder, did they play
their national ant-hem? (0o0000g.)

ile also wondered how Shelob's children got from
her lair all the way to ..irkwood without being squelched.
Souwebody envisioned the Trek of the Raby Spiders. Some-
body else began singiasz "The Bridge over the River Anduin”...
(1. ''nat isn't really universally true of the iaranian
animals - indeed, it really is largely only true in the
first two books, as i recall. In WauDIOBE it's alwost
coiubletely true; in CASYIAI soie of the animals still
are humanized; by the tine we get to Di... TREADIR Reepicheep
is the only really huwmanized aniwmal, with his rapler and
such. Bree in (I0RSZ AT D .I1S BUY, on the other hand, is
strictly a horse except that he 1s intelligent and talks
- he doesu't wear clothes or act otherwise in an un-horsely
manner. Animals aren't important in SILVIER CualR and
1iAGICTAN'S IEXUEY (they come in at the end of the latter,
and are quite animal-like), and in LA4ST BiTTIE again it
is only in their intellimence and speech that they are
nunanized. /. aybe Lewis read LCIM and decided to make
his animals uore like Tolkien's - the transition comes
at about the right tiwe.../ /I'a not serious.../

2. Of course, IHe's British, ain't he? ‘lorse yet,

he was born in South iAfrica...—---DGH)

((A. I taink the idea had its source in telepathic
exchanges between people and aniuals. /Check a new
book called Animal Chosts by R. Bayless./ I know my
kitties can think, even Though they don't talk. They
think such things as "You love hiwu more than ue, don't
you. well, I'll just go off and sulk," or "If you try
to keep we im+so I can't fight that black bastard, you
just see what I'm gonna do to your wall!" /I'm sure
they have zood thoughts too, but I just can't document
thea quite so clearly./---GrE))



oo, GATIsL (Lothloriea), reported by ruce C. enody
et Juae 25 to discuss Jescent into _ell by cJharles .illiaus

or a variet, of reasons I srovaply will not go into,
this was pernans the sbtra.zest .ieelin, of tne wan Gabriel
braach held sicce lrond (tae real oae) pasged into the uwest.

evertheless, as a ueeting it was cuite jood, vith a rather
lively discussion being carried on a:oanj those who did read
the book. (ur Clorious and .ostly .Jearless leader, the
2izh King Glen wenced his way from the .estlands in order
to woderate in place of our rfair and oble, if Less
Jearless 1ady .rocectress, who is inti. idated by ‘illiams.

Yerhaps the wost easily uanderstood idea to saite the
reader of UJescent into ..ell upon the furrowed brow is
the fect thnat talie ie not & book to be easily understood.
Mhis was a principal point ian the discussion, and was
returned to throushout the meetin;: by bewildered souls
lie nyself. evertheless, our .oderator led us bravely
into the darkaess in search of faterestinzy . hings.

i.e started the discussion by askia-, for opinions as to
wiat the single uain, absolutely ceatral icea was in the book.
There were several, but ultiuately wost azreed thet the
idea of the bearianr: of burdens ror one another was the thene.
( ost ol the rest of the d{iscussion of this point caie much
later, but I will reveal it now, reserving, as I always do,
the orivile=e of adjusting the ti e sequences of the ueeting
in the interest of unity. aay neople thou;ht Tthat
iillians' idea was an i-unoble one; rallied by ralbot
Drady, they held that to give one's pain voluntarily
to a loved one is absolutely not an act of love, but oue
of seliishness. ifhe defense of :illia:s' point, tnousa
not as unified either in coacept or prosentation seemned
to win out in the end (in ny eves, aand .. count selfl
neutral ard objective, and I really never do take sides,
siace I au renerally too busr takin: notves.) It was
based on the ideas that love is not si.ply a sharing of
pleasure, but a sharinc of all existence, of which paia
iz undenianly a part; tnat this was & religious and/or
e.10tional one, not Lo be explained intellecwvually; aention
was -1ade of aiverse things froam the carrying of the Cross
for Christ acd the bearins of the iag for ~rodo. The
experiences of C.3. lewis vith the idea were most interesting;
aside frow his application of it to Orual in rill .e .ave
Faces, accordin: to “len, he used it in his own life:
Tewvis' wvife of only a very few jears was dying of cancer
and was in rreat pain. Lewis offered to talie the pain
:pon hiiself for a tiue, and claiued to have relt the
actual pain of the disease while nis wife got relief.
Scoffers comared this to syopathetic birth pains. But
they are to be for- iven.

The entire sy 'bolism oi the doppelganger problei
was discussed at leungth at the ..eeting as well, and included
the followinc observations: uJoppelsanzers are traditionally
a preionition of death. Is this ispored or is uillians
directine the imaery to a spiritual death and rebirth? o




Were the doppel;engers represeatotiens of the unconscivus
or subconscious? .dela's iaagze seemned to be the evil part
of her person, whereas .auline's see .ed to be the opposite,
a wind of .gohscience coming forth whea she felt guilty or
wrong. It was evean obssrved that since ._auline's riother
was so disturbed by the :ention ol the dovpelganger, perhaps
that ::eant that sae had seen one too.

The syubolisn and ideas concerniaz the doppel-
ganger was extended turoush Adela to tue false idela and

entworth. Does anyone knov where /entworth's worth went?

.sccording wo Glen and Juny, it disavueared into his anina.
Jung holds that each person has malte (aniaus) and fenale
(aniria) psycholoszical characteristics. Too long suppressed,
Wentworth's own anina too!: on the for. of another individual.
1t was devoid of personal characteristics; these were a
part of .Jentworth. as the ..dela-succubus-cdoppelganger
an extension of !eatworth or aan extension of idela? Or
was it the extension of ‘dela as perceived by lientworth?
Or...perhaps was it Lily Sauile herself, who was after
all the 1ilith teupter figure in the story (Lily=Lilith).
Ginny . anzer pointed out that while Jentworth wasn't
consciously "telling hinself tales", making the woman
into whatever he waanted, she chaaged once, into an old
and withered figure. ‘Jas this azed in that it was an old
truth, the exposition of a falsehood, or was it indeed
Lily bamuile?

e superuaniversal thewme of .ride worked its
way into the discussion as well, at two points. The
first (actually the second, but remenber, tise is .eaning-
less) was duriang the discussion of the bearing of burdens.
Soze nodest genius of a notetaker beins verhans a little
less neutral than usual suggested that perhaps keeping
all one's nain for one's self was an exposition of the
slightest bit of pride, hubris, or what you will. To
waich the notable reply was voiced by walbot “rady,
"hat's wrong with pride?" To all Techers I suggest
that rride is an- exauple of a spiritual "3lack ..ole".
It draws all things into it and reduces them to nothingness.
wecall C.5. Lewis' liell in the Great Divorce--seenmingly
huge frow the inside, but a nere speck froa without.
£nd rride has no uwair. To all others I would recounend
the Bible, LoTR, Greel Trazedy, even - orse .yth, for
explanations of pride.

The second (or first, if you are still hung
up on the idea of tine) exaaple of ride is rooted in the
transition of the .anged ‘an (Tarot?) into salvation.
otarting initially with self--loathing, he was able to
overcone and reach salvation, perhaps because he would
never look outside hiuself for it.(--?**.y.ist: If
that last sentence doesn't wmake any sense, cuess why.
i whole line got left out. (Cnce again frow the topg
Starting initially with self-loathinz, he was able to
overco.le and reach salvation. ientworth, haviangz oride,
could never find salvation, perhapsg because he would
never look outside hiuself for it.



L would close 17 renort of this wmeeting, already too
lonr, with first a piece of i:foxi ation which L pass on
without co :eat: The naie .eter ntanhope was an early
pseudony! vnder whicn Charles illiais hi self wrote
plays; second vith the obgervatvion of tler “oodiini~ut,
that toe discugsion of booxs is in a sense futile, in
that we cannot really put our raw 1 pressions into com-
aunicavle forn, ard are Ghuse ircapable of aa lonterchange
of 1deas on the level in which ther occur to us. Yo
which I would personally regpond (I'n editorializing
too mch, but...) 7ith so 'z asreenent out with the (I
hope) enco.racin~® observation that that is one of the
greeitest thiangs about the jthopoeic society, that it
is a group wihich functions so closely so nwch that
seonle actually do, it seens, acquire a liind of seunsitivity
to one anovher's thoughts, feelings, and ideas above and
beyond wvords; such situations, as far as 1 have been able
to ascervain, do not ver  co1:only exist except in
fa ilies ard close friendships.~ Lo the Soclety it
lends 2n air of uvadexsitanding on so ething .ore than
tue jure scholarly level, and is so .ething that I,
at least, aporeciate vers .ch.

Although there is no connection with the Society, I would like to encourage

the secretaries of branches to send branch reports to EE. They will be printed,
although I reserve the right to edit them as I see fit to cut items which I

feel will not be of intetest to the readers, and to comment at the end of the
report on such matters as I choose. At present it is my understanding that after
Hovember MYTHPRINT will no longer be publishing branch reports at all, and even
if this is incorrect very few reports are included in MYTHPRINT at best. Any
branch secretary who sends a report to EE will get the issue in which it appears
free, for whatever that may be worth in the way of encouragement. And you get

to see Your Name In Print. These reports will be unofficial, of course, since
there is no connection between EE and the Society - but no one can prevent anyone
from sending material to a fanzine for publication, and I am notifying branch
secretaries (or anyone else) that a form of written contribution which EE will
accept most happily-1is the branch report...

EE will be published monthly, probably
about the second Saturday of the month. It will be mailed first class to sub-
scribers and contributors. MYTHING LINK subscriptions will be honored on an
issue-for-issue basis with EE unless the subscriber wishes to have a cash refund,
in which case this will be provided on a prorated basis. Subscription prices of
EARLY ENGLISH will be 4/$1, maximum subscription one year. Single copies will
be available for 25¢ for those who want a sample, but only one single to a cus-
tomer ~ after that you subscribe, contribute, or get off the mailing list. The
mailing list will be in charge of Lyne Motis, 3922 Big Oak Dr., Studio City,
CA91604; send subs to her. Letters to me at the PO Box; after an issue is printed
Lyne will go through it and add the extra issue for each contributor, won't you,
Tad baby?

Depending on how much room is taken up by other things I may be out-
rageous periodically in my editorial; there are a lot of sacred cows that I've
been building up to take potshots at. My policy is that I don't misstate my
honest opinions, but I tend to seem more negative than I really am because 'if
dog bites man that's nothing, but if man bites dog, that's news!' Why should
I say something people would just agree with? First issue of EE out around Dec.
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TOL. u‘;ﬁor (rr¢ad of the ‘iest) Lave, I tead to agree
with you where it coues to classing - YI RI3I G as a
historical novel setting rather than a uyth setting. The
two are close aand at tie sa.e tine worlds apart. The
wagic in Deryni ltising was that of aortal rather than

that of inortal, 1t was what would corle out of ‘lexander
the Great as opposed to what would coile from Zeus.

.~ liked Charissa very a.ch and was pulling for her
aind . organ tue whole book. It would have been a good
political narriase and if Charissa could be taugnt to
stop hating orzan because of her father's death they
would probablv have had a zood narriage. sach of thenm
was independent but at the saie tine needed each other's
strennth.

Jehana was a good character but I disliked
her in the way iany peoole disliked Charissa. .any
people in the society, I understand, are pulling
a . organ-Jearana union. This will probably coue to
pass but L don't feel it would nave beea as strongzg as
Charissa- organ.

I would put the book more in the olace where . .,
The Lobbit is to the Lord of the ilings ra“her than where
Tie Jellowship of the Tiug Is in depth. Tuere is a lot
in both books and either can stand W1thout the rest of
the series.

((I think the analogy is a good one, Soie people clainm

that DRY.L RISL G can't be criticized for, say, one-

sidedness in charactewization because the other two

volumes haven't appeared vet. 3But each voluwie in a

trilogy is a unit aad aust be reacable by itself. 3y

contract LotR is not a trilogy but a sincle novel in
booLs.——uN“))

Zalle AR CR (Orance: County): ~ Dear ivervone:

‘ fagzing up at third--
parsnips and pfiflirigg i, fosterites arnd pufiballs, what
is all this radness?! The taking of the :rTofessor's
naie in vain, oh, alas, what have we fallen to? (Or,
what have we fallen froi...)

¢ firstoff, I always ot the opinion that Deorn was

dead beiore the ar of the Ring. "rrodo learned that
urlubeorn the Cld, son of Jeorn, was now the lord of
aany sturdy wen" and loin says, "...and like Deorn .

of old, they are not overiond of dwarves." (I 241, .1uui).



4nd as for .reebeard, well now, I'u not at all sure how
uany peovble knew he vas still there. Lragorn aidan'ty
presuunably then Zlrond didn't, or Lragoran would nave
known. iie thought they wisht even be just a legend of
‘tohant lerolas knew of their existence, but thouzht that
they dwelt no longer in  iddle-sarth. Celeborn and ualadriel
kpnew lreebeard, so they prouvably knew where he was, too.
3ut 1L doubt if he would have leit rangorn; for that natter,
L doubt how nmuch <ood it would have done. unts will burn,
and the idea of one sneakins into ordor is, um, rather
hasty: I'm sure a Yree of any sort would have been spotted
in the plains, and the az ul could easily set rid of one.
»~nd if the snyd and the huorns all left Fanzorn, the forest
would have been at the wercy of saruman and his orcs, )
As
for 3Joubadil, I thouzht CGandalf explained all that? i
wvould have been as "un-ri nt" for the job as Vir'Vachal
for doing in the | aieless (ne. They operate on difierent
planes; Tou's concern is not with the world of nean. I
think this is the crux of the uatter. 1 brouzht the
subject up at our last branch meeting, and the general
thousht seemed to be that .en and “lves were responsible
for the making of the Ning, Ywarves and a ‘!izard and a
fitobbit for fiandia : it, and that thereifore, it was for
.ortals (say illves are wortal, for the sake of argument...)
to repair tie da.ajze; it was no concern of the -azless
or the Ints ox Doubadil. Cr rather, it was of concern
to then, but it was not their place to do anything about
it., Lad aayway, Gwaihir couldn't be entrusted with the
rin;, he was wmuch too flishty. (1)
1'an not sure exactly
wnav galen edans by '"coasistency ian the hierarchy of
races." 2ut that's never stopved me. Lf the inteation
was all :slves should be Good, .iobbits sowewnat less so,
en in the : iddle, Lwarves a bit below that but still
Good (uys when it wasn't a question of a loang-~teru loan,
well... 1olkien's races are none wholly Good: .orgoth
was a Vela, for heaven's sake, but the greed engendered
in hiw by the bilamarilli led totthe whole mess in the
first place! Feanor wmay have been one of the greatest
oi the ' oldor, but he rebelled against the Valar and
led a 7ood portion of his people into exile in a vain
attea1pt to recanture the Jewels, leading to a war in
which the (oodies were utterly deleated. If tuthien
and 3Seren hadn't recovered one oi the Jewels, which
sarendil used as a token of ad_:ittance into the ‘/est
where he obtained help for iddle-earin, .feanor's folly
would have been the end of  iddle-earth ri . ht then and
there. ‘fhe .Jats in the dar!: heart of rYangorn had turned
to ivil; uizerds certainly weren't uncorruptable, nor
en (the uitch-king, .r-_‘harazoan, Sorouir). If all
iobbits were kind-hearted, innocent, and uncorruptable,
that would be inconsistent! (2)
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on Deryni xising: T'll taxe bets on this: Jehana
is goinz To turn out to be a very syupathetic character.
1 think one of the stronjgest points in favor of the book
is the depth to which the auvtuor has gone in building
the society of the book. (i1 y coherence seeas to be lacking
sonething tonight. Ch, well.) I usually find uyself
nore iaterested ia the ba.kzround histories and social
structures of a fantasy world than the action of the plot
anyway, thoush. I'd really like to see the third volume
contain »iles of appendices with a detailed history of
the Deryni Interregnuia et al. Overall, DIi reainds ae
sonsehow of Anne i cCaffrey's drason books, to which I am
also slisutly addicted. 1I'm notc sure where exactly the
giilerity lies—-unless it's the way in which the uen
are characterized. I sense a si-ilarity, especially,
between Drion and T'lar, but Trion isn't there long
enough for one to zet "ore than a saatech of the whole
man before he's gone (and, ves, that death scene. irgh.)

L clarification: what I .eant up there (now 1 see
it all down in dvinsg-ribbon-zrey and white it doesn't
say what [ useant) wasa't so auch that the auount of
world-building was a-azing--1it doesn't coiare with
LotR, nor Red ,oon etc.--but that in a pseudo-historical
novel, rather than another time-another world, it is
rather uvnusual. (I'u wixing tenses a ain. *Sigh.*)
.ore or less highly civiligzed cultures--such as that
of DRl--are nowhere near as plentiful as the primitive
relizion-agriculture-buckle-your-swash-and-bash-in-
that-foul-outhed~-camel-nonzer's-head type of fantasy
world., I ua%ze sense now, yes? (I ot really.)

I, too, would like to hear Gracia hold forth at
length; I have "believed" in "free-floating psychic
ener ies" and such ever since I was knee-high to a
stunted dwarf, although I preier to call thea ghosties
and angels aad fuatha De Vanaan and srthur's huntsuen
and gods--it's so nuch more fun that wayi One of these
days I'1ll tell you avout our poltergeist, George; alas,
ny brother and I wax old, and George doth not come around
as he was wont to do of yore. 7You know, we should have
a 1. ythopoeic Conierence on ssychic rhenouena and share
all the strange and glorious stories we know. In a
candlelit rooam hizgh in the hills at the next hour of
the dewnon. (In nave's apartaent during a blackout
the next tine we get a storn like the one that plajsued
~ood ling Clode.) (They do sav the ghost of Cld Lady
Irvine walks the hills of Silverado canyon; I know
those who know those who know those who have seen her.
Seances up there when uctober blows tend to have V.Y
strange results. Cr so 1'u told.) ((Aa))

‘hile I'm at it: I think vave's old Irish is the
sane as the Znglisi Galen has for the Jazda; I know for
sure Daur is Oak. DBut does anyone with a nice old Celtic
nytholozy book know the significance of the oak's two




cries and the four-fold wnusic? (faat one does sound familiar,
though. Looks like I'm headed back to the bookshelves.
Ohotoc.)

(1. ..en and .lves were responsible for the nalkin; of the
win P77 Tlow did wea get into it? r are you uaintaining
(as L have seen done) that Sauron begen life as a . an?

L don't believe that a-tall. 1I': aluwost entirely convinced
that Sauroan was of the sa.e race as the Istari, and
probably higher in their hieraichy than any of the .Jive.
There is too distinct an ordering of races in Tolkien;
uen are simply inferior to .lves, and it is inconceivable
to we that a aan could deceive a whole zroup of mlves

the way Sauron deceived the tlven-siithe of <rezion.
Also, that souething that a naa could nake would have

the power of enslaving aa .1f or an Istar(us? Or what's
the siangular of Istari?). I still think that at the
very least, if Gwaihir could bring rrodo and Sam from

iit, Dooa, he could have brou~cht then to it as well.

ile had to go there anyway, didan't he? . hy not carry a
passenger? Cf course, then Gollum would have had a

hard tiue followin~, so the ending would have had to be
different...and if -rodo had had trouble ;etting rid of
the “!ing what then? Lo he had to go overland because
that was the only way Golluun could follow hiwm, and only
Golluu could cause tihe Ring to be destroyed. Decause he
nad held it longer than anyone except Sauron, and only
wita his aid could it be finally eliminated. (iell,

it's a theory...) 2. I think Calen referred to each
race having its distinctive cnaracter, as opposed to
other races, rather than to levels of ethical quality.
While all the races seewn wore or less humaa, in that

I ao unable to dectect any distinctly inhuman gualities

in aany of thew (including wiat L know about the Valar
and Istari), various of theua have particular hunan
qualities in much greater - or lesser - degree than others,
wnts, for instance, have superhuman patience. uwlves are
not so much >ood as lacking in cervain unu.aan failings
largely attributable to the shortness of huuaan life. ((4))
uwarves are rather wore attached to u.terial things than
the avera:e ian, but otvtherwise are pretty auch human in
character. ..obbits are not imaune to the lounging for
material things, as Galen said, but ther don't in general,
seewl to have any drive for power over others. which is
the principal ift of the iing, and is why therefore the
hobbits are wost £iv for ring-bearers.--DEI)

((Aa. I pronise to hold forth next time--delightful of both
of you to asi. Dy all rneans, let's have a .ythopoeic Confo
on ssychic shenowena. ‘hy doan't you call one, Jaula? I don't

have aay exweriences of my own to recounv, but I know lots

that other people have had., 4. Illespouse to your respouse:
Jare to develop this further? I tend to think that Slves are
very spnecially Good, partly froa cioice and partly because they
have deeper spiritual resources and thus are much less finite
than ;en on all levels. True, they can suffer pain, or be
killed, and they gradually lose their power over the millennia;
but they aren't as subject to psychological needs--loneliness,
sexual frustration, etc. /Judging fro. illrond and Celebrian's
long separation, firwean's 2700 unattached years, etc./—-=Gi73))
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